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Fbr 35 years Leon County has had
a full fledged Health Department and in
this period the war has bheen won —

- except for minor skirmishes — against
_malaria, typhoid fever, small pox, scar-

let fever, pallegma and typhus.

‘What will the next 35 years bring to
this community in the field of public
- health?

Dr. Chfford G. Blitch, county health

director, answers this way:
“The - impact of Medicare will be

~marked, greatly inctreasing the nurs-

rvice work load: More people will
e eligible thmugh Medicare for

- ‘mursing service and doctors will refer

n. more people to us for home mursing

1ng ‘one W _.'ere the
stadlum now: stands
Dr Graves and th

now a shoe store at,
Toe and. Jefferson st
*across Tom the

.m"ved to‘ ent free
in the old Leon Hig
School - building . where
leely Techmcal School

‘being

the upsta,lrs of an old resi-
dence on . Monroe street
across from the Capitol.
Fmally, before moving
into the present Health
Department building they
were housed in a :
structure near the old city.
gas plant in Smoky Hol-
low. Dr. Graves recalled
that equipment was just
as makeshift as housing.

ficer (1931-43), who'.dled'
last year at age 83, rem-
inisced a few years ago

' established,
then they were shunted to

* after they leave the-hospital

“Home health service presently is
provided by 10 nurses who visit the sick

and incavacitated in their homes upon

‘written reqaest of physicians. They

* make ‘about 2,500 'vmts a year

<“T. see as a result of new dema.nds

resultmg from ‘Medicare, the need for -
“home health aides without professional ' -
- mursing training, and the need for phy- .
sip therapists, speech theraplsts and oc- -

:-‘cupatmnal therapists in homes

“The future possibly - holds fcr thls
commumty new problems in -the field

,-Hof air and water pullutmn as mdustry.; i3
' develﬂps ‘ : ! :

“I expect to see in fbhe years ahead al-'_ :
. 'most - ‘complete ehmmatmn of ‘venereal

‘disease through more public awareness
“its-danger and more: education in ;

schools and colleges on this greats

. est modern day communicable scourge,
&, a]ong with possmle development of viac-

cmes

. “Diphtheria; tetanus and measles

‘;,may ‘be almost erad1cated

- I see continued dechne in tubercu-

-losis with possibly near eradication,

“Great strides are indicated in treat-

_-_ment and prevention of cancer through
‘possible development of preventive vac-
‘cines and improved treatments.

i expeot to see people live longer

_~through modern advances in medicine
“but ‘at the same time I see increasing
.incidence of such incapacitating dis-
“eases as emphysema. - .

“There will be mcfeasing probiems

dinvolving water supply, air pollution
_.and disposal of humam and household
“wwaste, §

“I think we will have through
planned parentheod programs fewer un-
wanted children, bringing about better
care of children.

“With the tremendous interest of Con-
gress, the State and local officials in
mental diseases, I expect to see through
development of community mental
health centers less demand for state
hospitals for "long term hospitaliza-
tion of the mentally ill, and intensifica-
tion of the handling of the mentally ill
in their homes and in their own com-
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